PART vii: 1777-8
that all who were of his school are distinguished for a love
of truth and accuracy, which they would not have possessed
in the same degree, if they had not been acquainted with
Johnson.
Talking of ghosts, he said, It is wonderful that five thou-
sand years have now elapsed since the creation of the world,
and still it is undecided whether or not there has ever been
an instance of the spirit of any person appearing after death.
All argument is against it; but all belief is for it.'
He said, 'Jonn Wesley's conversation is good, but he is
never at leisure. He is always obliged to go at a certain hour.
This is very disagreeable to a man who loves to fold his legs
and have out his talk, as I do/
On Tuesday, April 7,1 breakfasted with him at his house.
He said, *nobody was content.' I mentioned to him a respect-
able person [Lord Auchinleck] in Scotland whom he knew;
and I asserted, that I really believed he was always content
'He seems to amuse himself quite well; to have his attention
fixed, and his tranquillity preserved by. very small matters, I
have tried this; but it would not do with me.* JOHNSON.
(laughing,) *No, Sir; it must be born with a man to be con-
tented to take up with little things. Women have a great ad-
vantage that they may take up with little things, without dis-
gracing themselves: a man cannot, except with fiddling.
Had I learnt to fiddle, I should have done nothing else.'
Bo SWELL. Tray, Sir, did you ever play on any musical in-
strument?' JOHNSON. 'No, Sir. I once bought me a flagelet;
but I never made out a tune.' Bo SWELL. CA flagelet, Sir! -
so small an instrument? I should have liked to hear you play
on the violoncello. That should have been your instrument.'
JOHNSON. 'Sir, I might as well have played on the violon-
cello as another; but I should have done nothing else. No,
Sir; a man would never undertake great things, could he be
amused with small. I once tried knotting. Dempster's sister
undertook to teach me; but I could not learn it.' BOSWELL,
'So, Sir; it will be related in pompous narrative, "Once for
his amusement he tried knotting; nor did this Hercules dis-
dain the distaff."' JOHNSON. 'Knitting of stockings is a good
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